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1 Introduaction

In descriptive as well as presaiptive linguistics sedundaney has commonly been regacdod as a
negative quality of lanpguage. The preseriptive grammariansg advise ns to elimina e wordi ness,
pleotasms and eepebitions that clubber one's wreiking and one's speech. In deseriptive linguisties,
oven bhongh it s acknowledged that natural |.H.l|.,|_.';|lﬂ:,l_.i"l.'!ﬁ are highly vedundant. there is an .n.'.‘x|:-linir.
atbempt to formula ke deseriptions of them in A noneedondant manoer, It has even boen acgoed, for
example, that the montal lexieon proemsaes language in A nonredundant fashion (Halle, 1971 Halle
and Clements, 19851, The argument s that a noneedundant mental lexieon preserves & oertain



eeanoy (either in memaory storage, wemory eeteieval, or both) that allows the participants of
A conversation spesdy access bo the words o theiv meokal lexieon, Ooe of the maxims of Griee,
i, Cuantivy, postulates that those participatiog in a langnage activity should employ a8 many
digtinetive feabures a8 neecssary bo oomvey the message; oot moee and oot s, An economy of
expression is thenght to be oquivalent with elear and distine commnniea tion !

Altheongh langnage vedundaney has bhad its erities, & place for sedundaney has also been roeognized
in the papcholingnistic and lingistic literature, Some have acgoed that eedundaney prodoeion
arrins b eoinede with menbal development of & child, whereas obhers have explicitly set onk o
prove Bl salue of redundaney in eomomicat ion.

Oue disadvantage of the redundancy disenssion is the striking abameoe of & proper definition of
thor subsjent in question: What is redundaney? The literatuee shows A wide interpoetative range of
definitions, some bearing on payelolinguistics. otlhers paeely on linguisties. In this paper. we slall
Al bt b acemplish e bl i, First, we shall give A shoart, bt n;'.-ul|:-n:lu:ru:-:i'.'-: ey iew of what
connta as vedundancy. We distingnish two kinds of redundaney: (i) grammatical eedundaney, and
(i) eonbectnal rodundaney. Haviog elarificd these forms of rodondaney, we shall sceondly set oot
b dotonatvate the valne of rodnndancy in aeveral kinds of language procesaca, In some eases the
peilund ant features are repeating bits of information to eosaee comprehensibility, In other cases,
what Appears bo be codnndant, is actoally oot bocanse the vodundaney is seeving & funetion other
than vepeti tion. It may nasd to contrast, to cmphagize, o intensify, to sesolve awmbimity or o serae
oblwer, wore clietorie pocposes.

2 Forms of Redundancy

2.1 Introdoction

The anbject of lingnistic redundaney is not an eotively new issue. In the past aoveral docades
lingnista and people outside the field of linguistics have been engagod in a atudy of redundaney.
In the fiedd of statistics, the sedundaney of an expression is A coneept Bt appears in Ioformation
Theory, In the field of paychalagy. the level of rodundaney vaed in apeoch is sometioes thong bt of
ag A measuee of the developmental stage of an individual. In linguisties itaelf, language redundaney
has been thoe subsject of several empicieal shadies.

Ot of this variety of disciplines several different definitions of redund aney have cmerged. "These
definitions are basically of thoee diffeeent kinds. Ficat theee ave the substantial definitions thoat ooy
b eaphure what eedundaney essentially s, Secondly, there are some operational definitions tlat
Al bt bo quankify (A eertain aspect of | eodundaney, Finally, theee ave some funebional definitions

"irice's maxims are the claboration of Grice’s Caaperation princple: "Make wiur conversational comtribation
such as is reqquirest, at the stage at which it acenrs, by the acoepted purpise ar direction o the talk exchange in which
wifll are cngagel”



of rednndaney thak foens an wha b eod nodaney does, e, tle fuoe tion of redundaney. Uheee ave flaws
in all of these definitions, Maoveaver, some af them ave not ab all lingoistie. Oor major objection is
that these defini tions ave ineomplete, too simple and often confuse Lhe essenee of eedundaney with
its frnetion.

Before we give onr own definition we shall sct out by veviewing soveral substantial definitions
af vedundaney from the liveeatoee, ALl define linguistie edundaney from the paint of view of
infarma tion eommunication. Entering the ficld from & atatistical angle, Camphbell determines that
bhe ~extea cabion of pesdictability iz called codundaney™ (Campleell, 1982 68, Stantland writes
that “redundancy 5 overdetermination” (Stantland, po 560 Ooverdebermination and inereased
proedictability both sugrest that repetition of information ig the essenee of edundaney. Wie shall
inearporate this idea.  Honnieot hints at A more lingoistically substantial definition, when she
argnes that ~Redundaney’ [is] the systanaticity in one's language (and speech). This mefers to
the information in & eomplete senbenee over and above that which 5 esseobial.” (Ihoooient, 14955:
Wh) This definition suggests that the mle governed bebavior of langoage, e, the grammar, may
b instrumental with respoct to lingnistic sedundaney., We shall veturn to this idea in the next
arttion when we put forwand our awn definition of grammatical vedundaney. In some experimental
atwdies, one can fiod eevtain operational definitions of lingnistic vod undaney. The gqualitative notion
al cedlundaney is veplaced by aperational guanticy. oo it quantities vod nndaney as ollows:®

[Fedund aney is ] the fraction of these people who do corveetly guess the amitbed word in
A apaken Swedish sentenee wheee that pacticolar word has boen eeplaosd by an equally
longe beepe, (Hnnnientt, 1985 17)

The wajority of definitions of cedundaney found in the Likecabuee ave fnetional in nabuee, These
definitions oneentrabe on the purpose of eedundaney. Mubold and Doener, for instanee, link re-
dundaney divectly to the insuranes of comprehmmsibility of & communicatod message.

Hedund aney iz A feabuee of an informa tion sonees which insuees lat tloe commom ication
ropeiver is able to veonstruct A message that bas somchow suffered from transmission
inkerferenee or deletion, and so interpeet it satisfackorily, (Mubald and Doeoer, 1T4ET:
B

Camplaell mopresses a similar idea, although on a slightly maore statistical linguistie level, when
he argnes that “Redondancy veduees ervor by making eertain letbors and groups of letbers mone
praobable, inereaging prodictability.” (Camphbell, 19820 721 At the end of her experimental abody.
Ihnnimet conelndes that.

*Hunnicutt makes a ditinctiin between what she calk Credundancy” and prabability.” The distinction Jis in
the criterion kir what conts 22 oarrect”. Her ‘redicdancy™ has a weaber oniterion of corroctness than praba bilite”
in the case of redunckancy a womnd is correcthe guwessed o the semantic meaning of that wont ranghbe corresqpenels with
the conitted womed, whereas in the case of probability, the quesod word shendd be the actual word.



“Rodundaney™ |ig] the aystematicity in one's langnapge (and apeech). This definition
rofers o e information in A complete seubonee over and abowe that whicl is essenkial.

Other research on eedundaney o speech bas fogquently been coneernmd with e
ability to uae this systematicity in language in eerbain eonditions.  Aocesaibility to
stitnli from whicl b0 make sysbematie inferoors may depend vpon eoeiconment Aol
manner of speaking. In the prosenee of noise or 4 manner of speaking that deogrades
e sppeseh, one would expect information (and eodundaney | bo b deceeazed. In such a
aituation, a listener would oot be able to take advantage of A language's systema ticity
b the samee extent, [ ooonienk, 198D SR

Criven bler idea that redundaney vesones eommiea tion in cases of A failoee o the eommnnication
ayatom, it takes one mare armpunentative step for conelnd ing, as Camphell does, that =redundaney
makes complexity possible”  (Campbell, 19820 75 Acconding to Camphell, we shonld thionk of
cotnica tion filnee not A8 A marginal annoyanee buk a8 An intricate pack of Ay commonication
ayaton. Theretore, vedundaney in practical communication i the only way o Lransmit & complex
LR AT

W shall use all of these deas bo develop & comprehensive definition of sedundaney. Inonr diseussion
af thor litera tuee one can obseree tan diverging movements, (e strosaes that vedund aney is a form of
aparions use of language, whereas the other identities sedundaney a2 & eortain foveed systematicity
within language. In owder to be compeehensive in o dofinition theae tao oements have Lo be
incorporatod. In bhe next bao seckions we shall propose bao oew definitions of codundaney. They
can b contrasted as follows:

Grammatical redundaney is internal to the langage systom, is systematie and obliga-
bory, whereas conbexbnal redundaney is solontary,. Conbecinal eedoundaney inval wes e
Judgmuent of the speaker conecrning the reeeptor's backoround or it may gimply e nsed
b achiove a oerbain chetorical effeck.

In the laber part of this paper we shall foma on the possible functions of eedondaney and give
examples of how cach of the redundaney forms accomplishes its goal in ita own particolar way.

2.2  Grammatical redundancy

Grammatieal vednndaney is the internal systematicity and role governed behavior of a language in
which two or marve af ita featores seeve the anme fune tion. Grammatieal vedundaney is abligatory.
i, it elements ave generabed aystematically and one of the eloments of the rodundaney may
nat arkitrarily be omitbed: it is interonal to the language in the sense that it is geocrabed from
gramumatical rles and is independent of situational, eontextual and nonlingistie sonsiderations:
it iz troly vedundant sinee it serves auly bo repeat information alveady given by another featuee®

T Hemoever, note that the fact that i & trdy redundant o not diminkh the fact that it is ablizatary.



Example 1t The English -5

English requires the marphome -2 to mark thivd person singnlar verks in the poesent. tense. Sinoe
English is not a ‘pro-deop’ language.? the presence of an cxpressed subjet makes the -5 morpheme
velund ant. “Chat morpheme, nevertheless, is obligatory,  Acconding to the grammatical rules of
English. the speaker may nob use the -2 in sone contexta and omit it in others, The = morpheme
iz srmankically superfluons sinee it offers oo more information than iz alveady ecpresaed by the
anlbaject of e seabenee.

Example 2: Cluestions
Roedundancy also plays an important vale in the formation of English questions. Notiee in the

eamples below that mest soatenees have at least two features that indieate the intecogative
natnee of the expression. We give soveral ecamples,

Informabion guesbions!
iLiial “How is your mobher
The interrogative markers in this scuteoee ae:

1. Interrogative wond = howe

2. Subsjort-poedica be inversion.

Cumstions of this type, called information questions, begin with A socalled sd-interragative wond
and aeck new information. The intervogative word signals a question to the listener, Grammar also
domands the inversion of subject and prodicate, which again signals, althongh docs not. completely
determine, that the senbenes s A question. Theee ave also other bypes of informab ion quest ions, for
instanee the following:

(111 = Where did yon by Eliat eact™

In this example the inberragati ve markers ane:

—

. Interraga tive ward .

o]

2. Introduction of the auxiliary, ~did.”

3. Subsjoeb-aciliary imeersion.

In this meample theee are theee eues that indieate the question. The additional, obligatory intro-
duction of the anxiliary in this scobenee Hags the ioterrogative natuee of the amtence. There ave.

Tproedrap’ language: huguaze that allnvs awitfing persomal prowoms o the subjoct pesition, such = Spankh
i Ltakizom .

Moion that the intonaticon pattern of this type of question is the same as that of an affinoative statoment,
for instance: (i) “She is wmy mother,”  fintanation pattern: f2 3 1 1], S0 intmaton is not a gquestion matker in
inkimmation gquestions in English, {her languages samnetimes do amploy the rking intamation to mark information
guestioms. Lor instance, in Ditch the sentence (81 9Wat ben je azan et doen™  [translation: What are o daing?™)
has an initially dipping @t then rising tone an the st word daen” fintanation pattern: 2 1 3 1]



bicwrewier, socne information guestions that bave anly one chavae teristie that marks thom s guestion.
These are questions Lhat stact with ~wheo™ a5 the subjert of the seobouee:

(110e) ~Wha called him Llast night ™

Ouly ~who™ signals the question. If there is A person that happen to be called o, then phonet-
ieally there wonld be no distinetion between the guestion “who ealled him last night™  and the
declarative scubener, “Hha ealled him last night.” "Think about the fanons ~Who's on fivst™ voutine,
o rtalized by Abbot and Costella,

Yes o guestaons

Yes o questions ave different from information gquestions in that they alveady inelude all of the
informabion, Uhe veeeptar is expoebsd o cither conficm o deoy that information. For example,
(110l =D you like chiocala e

‘The markers of interrogativity here are

1. Introdnetion of the anxilinry ~do,®

2. Introduction of & yesmo guestaon nbonation patbern.

Matiee that there i no subjeet-predicate imversion. "The game holda true for the following example
af A Lag question:

(L1el “Yeou went to the theater, didn't you™

Althongh in this instance the tag ~dido't yon,”™ its associabe] intonation patbern and the sokyont-
proedicate inverasion in the tag itself make the sentenee intervogative.  Howeser, oceasionally. yon
may hear: “Yon went o the theater, did ye.” In this case the tag is alightly less informative. Nat
anly bevanse ita intonation is constant, bt also because the tag does not conform bo standard rules
af English grammar.

The following examples of yes/mo guesdons are taken from the vealm of spoken English. Besides
signalling & question they also expeess A eertain amonnt, of sncprise.

(L10f] ~5he iz the teacler?™

(1igl “Me marry him?7™

In these seubenoes thore Ave At least fwo markers of interrogativity, bo wit:

1. A& viae of inbona koo,

2. (Deonbsle) stoess,

It i# intevesting to nate the use af the objortive case in scutenees that use verks obher than “to be”
That iz, for example, in the seabenee “Me macey im? 7, the use of “me” cather than 17, Whether

T The imterrogative warker i yesfno quesitions can ke cither the auxilary o’ ar 'he” o instance, A s
cating chocalate™
“The mtomation pattern 233t



thig awitch marks & question or whether it serves aome other porpose needa o be investiga ted.
For aur purposcs it 8 enongh to point out the other two markers of intervogativity a8 a aign of
reilund ancy. An interesting example ave yes fuo gquestions that consist of ooly one word, Despite
the fact bhat they have only one word, theiv lingnistic phonetie strouctuee is all bok elementay.
(Lih) ~Twent to the theater last night,” T told him. ~Yon?™ he answeed.

In the seobenee “You?™ theee is both a rise of intonation and heavy steess.

Thns we can aoe that Knglish elearly has a backop aystem for ensurcing, that eertain ntberanees
are wlerstood as questions. Most question senbenees ave equippesd with moee than one question
tia vher.

Example 3: Concordance of adjectives and articles with noun in gender and number
In many languages theee is an agrocment of geoder and munkber between adjoctive facticle and noun.
Thiz iz called concordanes. For example, in Ikalian:
(210a] "L donna & baella.”

“Uhe wornan is Fantiful.’
(2101 = Le donne sono belle™

Ul woren ave beantiful.’
Motiee the vedundant coding of munbor in bath these sentenees, EKach ward in the fivst sentenee
indicates aingularity, whereas all four wonds in the socond smbenee mark plorality,. In Duteh
concardanee is lss obwvions than i, for instanee, Italian or Spanisl, bt it is theee =ffef hnis™
(e house') becomes ~de hizes” (the houses') in the plueal. Coneordanes i3 a typical example
af grammatical redundaney that, in the languages in which it is prescnt, is observed vory strictly.

Example 4: Indirect object pronoun redundancy
When in Spanish A sentenee eonbains 4 personal indicect absject, the eodoodant indivect albsjeet.
prowon is ustd in addition to that objeet. Congider the following examp les:
(E1a] ~Ledi el Libvo & Stefans.”
To him I gave the book ta Stefana.
1 gave the book o Stefano,’
(EIED ~Les di el Likeao a Stefana v Cristing.”
To them [ gave the boak to Stefano and Cristina.
I gave the book to Stefano and Cristina.’
There i5 o additional informa tion teansmibboed by the redundant "le™ or ~les.” The indicect albsjeet,
promon s troly vedooed Ak,

Example §i: Double negatives
Ezpreially in the Bomaner languages the neration iz ind icated By obligatory donble neratives. For
example, in Italian, - : : :
(iial “Mon voglio mangiare nienbe.”
Mot I want. to eat nothing.
1 ddon't want bo eab anybhiog
ar in Spanish, :



(111 =Moo voy A deeiv nada A adie e jAmas.”

Mot I ahall o any nothing to nobody newver.

‘I shall say nothing to anybody cver,
ar in Freneh,
(e =Ie ne venx pas plencer.”

[ not want nat. to cry

O ddon't wank bo ery.
In these Homanee langnages the donble negation seoms to be triggeeed by the nesd far & oegative
particle before the werls, In eages weee theee ig alveady a negative word before the verks, no donble
nega bive is veguived, ag in, for instanee:
(A1) ~Madie viene & la ficsta”™

SMobody eomes Lo the parky.
Doubsle wegatives introduee & eedundaney in the senbenee that veduee the possibility of & mistake.
Lmt,glmgm- that & ve mat coui preed with this form of redundaney aften cause misnnders tanding ameong
apeakers, such as the common eonfusion between =1 ean™ and -0 ean't.” In British English this
mignnderstanding is less poevalent than in American English dwe to the (i) vowel ehange in ~ean't”
(‘kaen wa ‘kank') (i) the final 8" in British Eoglish iz moee ackieulated thoan in most dialects of
American English. Perhaps it is not surpeisiog that in eertain soria enlbucal dialects of Englizh
torms like -1 can't give yon no money™ have bocome pecfectly acceptable. Even in move general
A instrean socio linguistic cuvironments of spoken English, vedondant solutions like the tag =pes”
ad "ne” are ouunonplace bo solve the cos-can¥ confusion. For ecample: ~Dean't give you money

na” ar "l can Eiwe poll oney  pes.” .

Example 6: Word order

Althongh it may ke harder to reeognize wond onder as a fonm of redundaney, the word avder of
A sonbenee constitubes one of the most importaot linguistie coding systems besides the words and
expressions themselves, Probably evervone, albsit with guite some teouble, understands that ~Her
boak the he gives.” atands for the information that a male subjeet hands over & baok ta & female
aubzjort, However, normally the sane information is eoded as in the following sombenee:

(ial e gives her the book.”

It iz elear that the word ovder in the seobenee does ool provide exiea information. Mevectbeless, i
does present the information (e, what is the subsject, what is the indicect object, ebe.] ina mooe
areessl ble manner, simply by conforming to the eoportations that the veeeptor has of A seotomor,

Example T: Spelling

In wneh of the same way that wond ovder operates a2 A form of lingnistic rodundaney in any
apoken or writben atatement, 2o do the rules of apelling fooetion typically in written expressions,
i, by eonforming to & pattern of expoertation in the reader. A steveaty pical reador wonld peabably
unders tand the smbenee: “Xb xs prabacbbe tooe thoe, bl X nghah woocktm engooex exn de weihoot
viowxls.” However, ik is moeh more pleasant o cead che same informa bion, when i s vedoodantly
codlod mz

iGiial <It is probably troe that the English writben language can do withont vowels.”
Furthermore, the rules of spelling vequive that ~evereewan shoot edber too the saim spellin®™ or



“avierea-omne s abhic tn el sanm spallin® ave wrikben as:

i1k ~Everyone shonld adhere to the same apelling.”

What this means is that a uniform spelling inoeases the vedund ant coding of an expoession and
therebsy inereases the eomprebensibility of the ok beranes or wreikben bect.

Final remarks

The eeamples in this seetion have domonstrated  the syatematie and obligatory natboee of gram-
e bical pedundaney, and that systomaticity And eompualsoriness ave at the heact of this form of
reilund ancy. “Ta b com plete we omst poiot out that there ave sporadic cases in which grammatical
riles leave alternatives and ave oot complebely obligatory, Ooe example is the futuee tense. Some
Bomanee and Germanie languages allow an alternative o the redundant. fuboee, Besides the ve
dundant form there eorxists A nonrod aodant aption. We shall oot paesae this poiok 88 i soerms b
bar boyonad the soope of this paper”  Another ccample of the less than abligatory natoee of gram-
ma tival redundaney s when there exdst apelling altornatives, In American English, for example,
both “then™ and ~through™ ave aceeptod forms of spelling.

2.3 Contextual redundancy

Contextual redundaney is the vepetition of information that is, in A grammatical senae, nonaobli-
gatory.  This vepetition eonsists of the reprodoetion of idmtical clements of ioformation or of
clements that are only appavently ideatical. Contextnal sedondaney is not systematically geo-
eratod by prammatical mules, although nongrammatical eivenmstanecs may suggest or peguice its
uar. Such civmmstanees inelude socio linguistic and payeho linguistic factors. Unlike grammatical
reddund aney there is not one kind of contextual vedundaney and a subeategorization can be made
oin e bazgis of the stoactbuee of the codundant expression. We propose four kinds of eoubexbnal
el ancies, however the catogories do oot soom ta be completely muinally cxchiaive.

—

. identical ar synonymons repaebibion
2, iaolating, salient repetition

b eonbrasking vepeetikion

Alture tense in several Homance and fienmanic buguages is les dundantly coded. Martkers of future tenses
ame regidarly conittedl when abwr by ol tioe are present. For excaonple, future & inelicated by L will™ ar L am going
ta.” The sentence: (i) *She will ot warricd when she graduates” aften bocoioes [7i) She's getting marricd when
she graduates™ owen thangh this cvent may be four yoar Iom woew, Mate that the present progresdwe B s bstitutod
for the future tense. The present progressive can also substitute for to ke going o 20 oz instance, o (35 Shey
guing to woark this weckend” which becanes [iv) She 3 working thi weckend”  Again, the prosent progressive
indicates the future hore, Heoawever, there semn b be sonie 1hnits to the sochangeability of future tense aned prosent
progressive. Lt woukl, fir instance, be ungramoatical ta say: (v 'L am stedying in Chicago in X107 supposesd by
meaning (v L am gaing to sty in O hicaga in A110.7 The reasan may be that the comtimens @pect of the action
prevents the exchange, Sentences with a wndlumational aspeoct alten allory the exchange of fnture tense and preent
progresiive. [vii) L am fying to Ohicaga in 20107 % a pedectly fine sentence where the preient progresive replaces
the future tense,



4. distinguishing, different iating repetition

Category 1: ldentical or synonymous repetition

Thizs kind of redundaney oeeurs when the expression conbains bao (or moee] identical or sy ooy mous

waorda or subocpressions, It is mportant to poiont ouk that wedo not acgue that an identical meaning
sonantically or socio linguistically  would be comeeyed if the sedund ant pact is dropped. Some

e A psles:

iITial “The green, geeen grass of home.”

(TIkD T am eompletely and entively ceazy alsont hee”

(7Tiiel =1 lad A Bhoe, Bloe Clivistmoas.”™

(71l ~Last year I visited bl Eitfel “Tower, the tallest sbeel constenetion in the center af Paris,”

From the examples it i elear that the vedundant expeessions often do carry A saemantie goal.

Herwewer, we shall pestpone a dismssion of the poepese of this form of sedoodaney to next socbion

A conernira b beee only on e stenebaee of e cod nodaney.

Category 2: Isolating, salient repetition

An isolabing vedundant expeesgion containg at least two subexpressions, of which one implicitly
aonta ing one or more features or chavacteristies of the ather. In other waords, the isalating or salient
torm of eontextual rodundaney is constituted by one word gronp that implidtly vepeats what the
ather word group explicitly mepresses. Some examples:

(81a] I lowe the salty aen”

(Biik) =@ live in Chicagao, Mlinais.”

(510e] ~Can we pesbpone this Gill Laber™

(810d1 ~Please, endorse the cleek on the back.”

VWhereas the thivd and fouct b examples clacify the werks  maybe doe to the ipnoranes or supposed
ignaranee of Andienee or apeaker the fivst and aecond ecamples isolabe and stress A apareific feat e
of the aea and Chicago respectively.

Category 3: Contrasting repetition
Contrasting redundaney ocours when two (or more] waords or mepeessions that semantically con-
gtitubr A contrast Ave repeabsd or o some other way rodundantly coded. For instanoe, words o
an Lnglish seutenee that ave contrasted can veecive additional emphasia -+ even though the words
by bhemselves ave sufficient to express the eonbeast, Spanish possesses the possibility to coubeast,
anch words theongh actually repeating the contrasted elonents, For example, take the followd ng
artbenee in Boglish and in Spanish:
(Al ~f like it and vt alon |
(k) ~A mime gusta ol cafe y A Gno e gusta”

Lo e bo e enjay Bhe eoffor and o opon oot b o ong oy,

I Llike eoffee and wou don't.
The apoken English aentenee teceives cxtra stress on “I7 and =“yon.™ The spoken Spanish sotenes
expressra Lhis contrast by actually vepeating =17 ("2 mi™ and “me”] and =yon™ (A 67 and cbeT ).
Another example of the ontrasting form of eontextual redundaney is:
(el ~Although his parents ave Aaian, his eyes ave bloe and not darck.”
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In this case the English sentenee employs the tag “and not dack™ to inerease the implicit contrast.
expressnd in the seobenee.

Category 4: Distinguishing, differentiating repetition

The distingnishing ar differentiating form of eontextiual redundaney is & form of repetition of in-
forma tion in & eontext of differentia ting one object from another, Many wonds or expeessions that
are not atbigons in one context, way be ambiguons in another. For example, for an inhabi tant,
af Seranton in northeast, Pennsy lvania the waord Carbondale ean mean only ane thing: a town 16
miles to the Marth, whereas for somoone in Florida mentioning Carbsondale eonld canse confusion.
Was Carbondale, Penosylvania bhe subsject of speeeh? Pechuaps Caclondale, Hlinois, ar may be some
ot her Carbondale? For the Secanbonian the nse of ~Poosylvania™ woold b cepetitive, whereas
for the Floridian it would provide neeessarcy information. Ik is the conjuoetion of the ciky naome
and the word, that in the nnambiguons conteet, wonld be considered vepetitive, e, that coeatos 8
diatinguishing repetition. This form of contextual redundaney is probably the most contextual of
all. In avder for it bo ocenr it seguives A context with possible alternatives besides the ooe being
airgled ent in the expeesgion. In arder to give move examples of differentiating repetition a brief
deseripbion of the conbexh smrns woeesEsary:

(Linia) [You ave asked to point ot the bank vabber ina lineap of 4 short man with glasses and a
tall man withont glasaes, Yoo aay] ~I i the short one with glasses.”

(L k) [Sonnenschoin experiment.: tavnby-four distine pictuees divided in six eqoally sized gronpea:
the groups are given eolored boundaries, You say:] <l am looking at the monkey in the groap with
bl ved ool ary.™

Anather way of deseri bing the strueture of differentiating vedondaney is ag the disambiga tion of a
waord ar exprosgion in an noambignons eontext with another word or expoession that is considened
nonrepetitive in the anbignons context of that fiest, word 2

Final remarks

Wi belicwe that this cabegorization is & eompeehensive one, even thongh the bonndarices betaeen
some of the categories way be foeey. For instanee, eonsgider the example that we gave aoder
conbrAsti e e parhib o

(9ie] A ll:-llEIIL,I:ElL hiz parcnts are Azian, his eyes aoe bloe and oot dack.”

It eondd b avguedd that the tag ~and oot dark™ isolates A saliont featnee of Blueness and that, therebay,
the exatple should be eategorized noder salient vepetition. Uhis does oot necesaarily indicate the
arbitrary nature of the eategorization, bat rather that the eabogoriza tion of cach cxpression depends
heavily on bhe conbexch within which it is utbersd. In this instanes, if the previous discussion load
b absont the brightness of the eolor bBlue and this scobenee was utbeoed a8 A liviong cxample

it woded be pess lle ta extend the definition of differentiating redundancy slightly to encapsulate alsa caes in
which two for wore) wonlys or expresdons i conjunctiom sngle aut a senantic wnit, as g stance in: i) | Again, in
a ne-up, comfremtesd this time with three sispects: a shert ane with glasses, a shoart ane withomt glasses and a tall
cme with glaeses Yo sav:] It s the shart ane with gheses” Ak hough Both zepects of the mfonnation provided
are cxiental ta kbentify the crininal, cach pioce of indormiatioion can be themght of a8 redunedant in a wicre statistioal
semse, W o et pursie this point and instesl refer the rember to a stat®tics text o this matter, [ less, 1994
431-T, MoArthur, 1996 T71-2. lbedundancy in ths sonse has bhoon stediod ectensively to enable compresision of
inkirmtiin.
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hewr Bright Blue s, categorizing it as 4 salient vepetition wonld be earveet. The more natnral
alassification, given that the previons dismesion was about this person, would be the one that we
proposcsd. This example gors to show that the lingnistic as well as the noolingnistic contexts ave
esarntial for identifying and classify ing contextual rodnndancy.

3 Purpose of Redundancy

Thus far linguistic redundaney has been defined and meaning ol distinetions within this coneept
have bom pointed ant. In this seetion, the purpese and fooetions of linguiastie sedundaney ace
eonaidered. From the examples given above it is elear that the porpese of linguistic sednndaney is

nab limited to enhancing comprebmsibilitg, althongh that is remaing one major aim. In total we
identify six o iferent waes of eedundaney, These are:

1. enhancing comprehensibility
2. remalving ambignity

4. isolating A featune

4. eontrasting clements

O, emphasizing or inbensifying

fi. ereating ‘poctic’ etfeet,

Wi do nat elaim that this classification s compechensive, although we do believe that these cate-
porica provide good overage of all examples provided. It is likely that seosible aubsategoriza tions
are posgible. For us it i more impartant. o paiot oot how the two forms of cedondaney, gram-
ma tical and contextnal redundaney, tall inko these eategories. We claim that doe o its obligatory
na ke grammatical rodundaney can ouly seeve to enhanee the compeehensibility of A statement
and cannat b used for any of the five more “inbentional” foetions. Coobexiual sedondaney can
acrve any of the six poals.

Funciion 1@ Comprehensibility

Language from one point of view can be regavded as A cammmmication proeesa. Ib aorvses bo eom-
municate A mesaage or A foeling to A (pobontial) andicnee maybe onsclves or mayhbe even fo
o ane in packienbar, Uhe abbempt o eommunicate eould be thaacted doe to foue major kinds of
itperlon Linns:

1. imperfertions af the seoder (lisping. dialectal and idioloefal variabion )

2. imperteetions of the reeeptor [ foreign ovigin
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3. impecteetions of the medinm (statie oo the phone, smodey ink)

4. outaide intermiptions (noise, other people talking)

Ench of these imper feetions ave nbiquitons and are thevefore fo ke congidered an integral parct of any
aotmnication proeess. Lo counter these failnoes, language mnst have A continnonsly fone tioning
back-np system in ovder o sustain comooonieation, Uhat is what sedandaney does,

Redundaney makes complexity possible.. Failoee, von Nowmaon said, most oo be
themght of a2 an aberration, ko ag an essential, independent pact of the logie of complex
ayabems, The mwore complex the aysbem, the more Likely it is that one of s packs will
malfunetion. Bedondancy is a means of keeping the aystem running in the prosonee of
walfunetioning. [ Camphbal, 1982 T

Mest empicical sbodies oo eedund aney have dealt with the maue of comprelensibility. Several stsd-
ies, for instanee, have shown that growing up is accompanied by more extengive nae of redundaney.
A child ineeeasingly naea vednndancies to s that his or her message i understood ™ Waya to
do that ean be very diverae, Ooe, almost passive, way is by adbering to grammatieal rules that
apply toone's utteranee, By adbering to mutnally aceepted mles the veeeptor is able o elassify a
atateient by more that one eue, ineeeaging theeelsy the ehanee that the otteranee g underatood.
This is. of courar. & desription of what we have called grammatical vedondaney. Bub also con-
textnal vedundaney is able to mbanee noderstandability, Examples range from simply repeating
information to buailding in redundant elues:

(111a] ~Last year I visitod cle Dare os Salanm, the capital of Taozania ™

(11pked 1 like that marine-eolored, bloe deess, that hangs over there”

(111e] ~Lean't give yon money  no.”

These examples inelude stabemeents thak elacify what was alveady expoessod . This is clasely oola bed
ko, althongh distinet fom ble nexk funetion, e, dlacifyiog something tliat was wob et completely
-:.‘::|:-L'u::-.=:-c-:n|.. : :

Function 2: Resolving ambiguity
In wany offical ocazions procision of expression i3 nesded., Whereas o daily Life it woonld suffiee

MW reder to two stucies: (1) Sonnenschein s experiment comsisted of showing first gradens and fifth graders six
ety af fener pictures. All the pictures were ditberent, aned 3 cokims were wsed ta calar the Bumndaries of the sTe sets,
The children had to explain ta an fmaginary Istener which sot they had chosen . 1t turnesd ot that the fidth gracdems
wicel mare redhnslancy, particularly by ndicating salient features fie., the color of the boundary). An azaunption
that Zinnenschoin makes 35 that the wse of reduwcdancy & a sign o skilksl coopmundcatiom,.  "With devekipiment,
coimoimicatars beomne mare skl &t taking their listener s neesds mto acomnt. at kast i the sense that the
prodnction of redundant mesages become more amd wore cangment with it edbects an Bsteners” [ Sonnenschein,
1835 499 23 Sullivan and Levitt conducted an ecperiment in which they ket two gronps of subjects, cme af &7
wvear okis, the other of 10011 yoar alds, teach two chikiren, ane a native speaker of English and another with Binited
Enghsh proficiency, to mocite the plodge of allegianoe and two chiklren's pocies. AWhen speaking to the nemnative
chikl, the alder grongs of chikiren proddnosd sharter ntteranos, repeated aften, and spke signibcantly more slowly
than when spoaking ta the native speaker. lEepettioms were gonemally spaken with a lewer 19, and the akier children
abo wsed @ significantly educed 10 range when abdressing the wemnative speaker [Sullivan and Levitt, 19940,
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togay 1 bell the trubh,”™ in the ease of & legal trial the witness i3 asked to swear to el

(121a) “the trath, the whale teath and nothing kot the trath.”

Coertainly the witness shonld tell frue things | ~the truth™), bat he ar she should alsa oot eoelude
any thing that is true (~the whole trath™ ), nor sbondd the wi toess, besides toae things, tell a eonple of
lies | "nothing bt the fraeh™ ). The vedund ant expeesgion is therefore only superficially vedondant.
Aunother example we bhave cneounbersd efore:

(L21E0 -1 Live in Carbondale, Pennsylvania,”™

Again, whether ar not the tag ~Pennsylvania™ is superfloons, depends oo the sontext, In the case
that it i# nat, it distingmishes betaween all other posgible Carbondales.

Function 3. Isolating a feature

In their spoech and writing people froguently want to foens on A salicnt eharacteristic of A cortain
alajerk:

(LAl -1 love the salty sea.”

The saltiness of the water does not add anything the coneept of sca which i salty almost by
definition. Heowever, the plicase "aalty sea™ foeuses the atbention of the veceptor on one gqualiby, viz.
aaltiness, of the sea cather than oflees, The sea iz web, doep, wavy, bub the ooeeplor's Abbention iz
deawn bo bl fact thab it is saliy.

Function 4. Contrasting elements
Sommetimes, what somos rodundant, actually conteasis two elmments o the cxpression. Wie e al-
veady indicated how English acnetimes naes additional stress to achieve this juctapesi tion, whereas
Spanish repeats the indiceet ol:ject, A in
(1Aial ~f like coffer and gos don't.”
(LA0E A mi me gouata ol cale ¥ A Lo te gusta”

Lo e koo ooy bl coffer and to you ook bo o ooy,

I like eoffee and youdon't.
This form of prononn redondaney is quite eommon in Romanee languages. It is not only naod bo
contrast two opposing eloments, Sometimes it is also used to ciphasize or intengity A singe element.

Function . Emphasizing or intensifying

There armms b b some evidenes that pronoun redundaney was common and aecepbsd o seven-
teenth eentury Ikalian, In the grammar written by Antonio Fabeo in 1626 pronoun edundaney
appears alongside with the nnemphagized peononns. The major pcpose of this sedundant use of
bhe promonn was (amd i8] Lo shorss e peoononn, Sl soday we can find soch use for prononn e
dnndaney, althaugh it is often considersd to be subgrammatical. ! Consider the following example:
(161a] “Mi ha lasciato la casa A me”

Lo e b bias left the onse o me.

T Giesprochene kennt bis heute beibe Fanoen mit mehs ader weniger gleichartizem Vitalitatsnieean, die
Schriftsprache gielt hingegen auf die natizichere’, cwp hatich wnbelast barere Fann als, s dass oder Gobranch sunéEches
zur Bktischen Norm wurle, die o spdteren Abland die Pronosmenred nndans zum schiftprachlichen S bstandard
degradierte.” [liadtke, PIRT: 373 ) Even today the spoken bnguage has bath force, cach of which has mome or les
siress variants. Written language wxivst in the divsction af the natural, snphatical by nentralfaonn, which comssgquenthy
becanne the actual worin. 1 he promcomn redunedan oy had beooioe second 7ank in whtten language.”)
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Tl has lefi the house to e
Provoun eedundaney is ot the ooly kind of eodnndaney that inteusifies or emphazgizes & oerkain
aspareh of the senbenee, Oiher examples ave:
(161k) “The groen, green grass of home.”
(161e] =1 am eompletely and eatively cvazy absank her”
(L6 ] -1 had A blue, Blue Christoss.™
In cach af these mcamples the redundant feature intensities the meaning of the expeesaion:  the
grass i8 really green at home, Tam veally in love with her, and my past Christioas was veally sad.
Altheongh we elassitied these last theee examplos here, they could also fall inko the next eabegory.

Function 6. Creating poetic effect

The final function of eveating poctic effeet iz, in sone sonse, A vest eategory. It eneapanlates all naes
of pedundaney with no elear somantic pucpese buab with an inbention o shoek, b0 please, b0 horrify,
o mowe, ote. Examples of auch expoessions can often be elassifiod as intensifying or cmphasizing
as well, sueh as for instanee:

(171a) “The groen, groen geass of home”

Ovther groups of expeessions such as warnings and insults have a tendeney to be sedondant Ly eoded
with the main porpose to seare and o insolt vespectively,. Examples of these groups of cxpressions
Are A bnda ok

(171 |a sign having the following words:] ~Warning. Danger. Stay ont.”

(17He] ~You ave & gooty dork!™

(1711 “¥ou are A& sinpid asshole!™

(171el “Damn, what the hedl ave yon doing!™

Althonghone may b in donkbst about their poetic natore, ina teadi tional aense of the word ~poetic”
these rodundancies do have a primary aootive charge and theeefore fall noder what we have termed
“roctic”. The example shows that this s well a5 any other form of sedundaney can opeeabe on cle
level of & pacagraph, vatler than oo the level of A sontenes. The pacageaph iz from Vieginia Waoalf,
deanribing a i viel imagr of A wealthy academic instibation: : :

(1T Every Satorday somebody most have ponred gold and silver ont of & leathern
paurae inko their ancient fists, for they had theiv boer and skiciles presiuoably of an
evening.  An unending stveam of gold and ailver, T thought, nmst have Howed inta this
aonth perpetwally to keep the stones coming and the masons working: o level, to diteh,
b dlig. aned to drain. Buot it was then the age of faith, and mooney was poueed Lliker ally
b art these stones on & deep founda tion, aod when Bhe stones were taised, still moee

money Was poured in from fhe cotfers of kings and queens and great nobles to ensuee
that hymns should be sung here and acholars tanght, ( Virginia Woalf, 1428 11)

The anthor nses repetition (gold. silver, money | to sketehes a lively, lingnistic picture of wealthy
tites for this acadomic inatitntion in so-called Ceebridge. This form of vedundaney is poctic, in a
o bradi tional smmse of the word.
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